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DIRECTIONS 
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CHILDREN, 


OU may now hear (my dear, 
lambs) what other £00 ctiidren 
0 don?, and remember bow itey 


ehe and prayed by themſelves; tow 


eorneſtiy they cried out for an intereſi in 
tbe Lord Jeſus Chriſt : May you not | 
read bow dutiſul they were to the. 

parents? How diligent at their books ? 


How ready to learn the ſcripture, and 
heir catecbiſims? Can you forget wat 
342 bed a 


2 
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ue ions they were wont to ? Hew 

much they f-ared a lie, how much th 3, 

abborred naugłty company, bow holy 
Hey lived, 00 aearly they Were loved, 
now foi they died. 


But tell me, my dear children, and 
tell me truly, Do you do as theſe chil- 
dren did ? Did voi ever jee your mije- 
rable flate-by nature? Did you ever get 
vy yourſelf and weep for ſin, and pray 
for grace and pardon ? Did you ever 


go to your father and mother, maſter or 


nt Jer eſs, and bes of them to pily you, 
ang pray for you, and io teach you 
what you; /Dall do to be Javed. ; what 


you ſhall do to get Crit, heaven, and 


glory? Doi hou love to be. taught 


good things + 2 Come, teil me truly, my 


gear Child, for I would fain do what 
1 can paſſibly to keep thee from falling 

into everlaſiing Fire. I would fain 
have one of thoſe little ones, which 
Chrift will take into his arms and bleſs. 
Flow doſt thou ſpend thy time? Is it 
n play and idieneſs, and with wicked 


children? 
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children? Dare you take God's name 
in vain, or ſwear, or tell a lie? Dare 
you do any thing which your parents 
forvid you, and neglect to do what they 
command you? Do you dare to run up 


and down upon the Lord's day, or do 


you keep in to read your book, and to 
learn what your good parents command 
you? What do you ſay, child? Which 
of theſe two ſorts are you of ? Let me 
talk, a little with you, and aſt you a 
few queſtions, 


1. Were not theſe children facet” 


children, which feared God, and were 
- dutiful to their parents? Did not 


their fathers and mothers, and every 
body that fears God, love them, and 
praiſe them ? What do you think is 
become of them, now they are dead and 
gone? I hy, they are gone lo heaven, 


and are finging hallelujabs with the 


angels: They ſee glorious things, and 
having nothing but joy and pleaſure, - 
they Hall never 7 n any more, 4 Shak 


ene 
9a 3 
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be ſick, or in pain any more. 


2. And would not you have your 
father's love, your mother's commenda- 
tion, your maſter's good word? Would 
not you have God and Chriſt love you? 
And would not you fain go to heaven 
when you die? And live with your 
godly parents in glory, and be happy 
for ever? 


dren go, when they die, that will not 
do what they are bid, but play the 
. truant, and lie, and ' ſpeak. naughty 
words, and break the ſabbath ? Whither 
do ſuch children- go, do you think ? 
y, I will tell you, they which lie 
muft go to their father the devil, into 
- everlaſting burning; they: which never 
Pera, God will pour out his wrath 


but there they muſt lie for ever. 
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| 38. Whither do you think thoſe cbil- 


"IS Upon them; and when they beg and pray *.1 
n bell fire, God will not forgive them, | 
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4. And are you willing to go to bell 

1 40 be burned with - the devil and bis 
angels? Would you be in the ſame con- 

| dition as naughty children ? O bell is 

a terrible place, that' is worfe a thou- 

1 ſand times than whipping ; God's anger 
1 1 than your fatber s anger and 

+ e you willing 10 anger God? O 
F child this is moſs certainly true, that 
all that be wicked, and. die ſo, muſt be 
turned into hell; and if any be once 
; here, there is no ccming out again. 


3 5. Nould you not do any thing in the _ 


world, rather than be thrown into bell ; 
fre? ould you not do any thing im 
® the world to get . and gracckc, 
4 and glory? | 4 
6. Walt now, Wh witf you 4's ” 


4 Will you read this book a little, becauſe 

Four good mother will make you do it, 

and becauſe. it is a little new book, but © 
as ſoon as ever you habe done,” you ; 

f Tun away fo play, and never tink of : i? 3 


7. Hor 
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7. How art thou now affeHed, poor 
child, in the reading of ibis bock* 
Have you Joes ever a tear ſince You 
begun reading? Have you been by your- 
felf upon your knees, aud begging that 
"0d would make you like theſe bleſſed 
hildren? Or are you as you uſed to be, 


ent, and wicked as ever? 


8. Did you never hear of 4 little. 


child that diea * And if other children 

die, why may not you be fick and die ? 
And 'what will you do then, child, if 
you ſhoulg have no grace in your heart, 
and ve found like other aal chil- 
dren ? 3 


9. How do you know but that you 
may be the next child that may die, and 


obere are you then, if you be not God's 
| wa, ! 


10. Wilt thou tarry any longer, 
my dear chi'a, before thou run into 
thy chamber, 6nd beg to God to give 
| thee 


releſs, and fooiſh, and diſobedi- 


yo... Went AW « 
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hee a Chrift for thy ſoul, that the 
mayeſt not be undone for ever? Wilt 
thou get preſently into a corner to «weep 
and pray? Methinks I ſee that pretty 
lamb begin to weep, and think of 
getting by himſelf, and will as well gs 
he can cry unto the Lord, to make bim 
one of theſe little ones that go into the 
xingdom of heaven: Methinks there- 
Lande a ſweet child, and there an- 
other, that are reſolved for-Chriſt and 


for heaven: Methinks that little boy 


_ as if he had a mind to learn good 
things : Methinks I bear one ſay, Well, 
1 57 never tell a lie more, 1 will 


never keep any naughty boy company more, 


they will teach me to ſwear, and they 


will ſpeak naughty words, they. do not 


love Ged. I will: learn my catecbiſin, 


and get my mother to teach us to pray, 
and I will go to weep and cry to Chriſt, 


and will not be quiet till the Lord bath: 
given me grace. O that's my brave 


Hild indeed 


11. Hut will you not quickly forget 
your 


PREFACE. 
your promiſe? Are you. reſolved by the 


frength of Chrift to be a good Child? 


Are you indeed? Nay, but are you 
indeed? Conſider, . dear child, God 
calls you to remember your Creator in 
the days of your youth; and be takes it 


kindly when little ones come to him, and 
love him dearly; and godly people, 


eſpecially parents, and maſters and miſ- 


treſſes, . they have no greater joy than *' 
to fee their children walk in the waz 


F truth... 


| Now tell me, my pretty dear child, 
What will you do? Shat I make you 
4 book? Shall I pray for you and en- 


treat you? Shall your good mother 


weep over you ?' And will not you make 
us all glad, by your turning quickly to 
the Lord? Shall Chriſt tell you that 
Eke will love you ? And will not you 


lebe lim? Will you ftrive to be lite 


thoſe children? I am perſuaded that 
God intends to do good to the fouls of * 
foine litile children by theſe papers, 


#ecau;c* be. bath. laid it ſo much upon 
p My 
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e WK my heart fo pray for them, RY 
over theſe papers, and through 
i, mercy J bave already experienced, 
[bat Jomething of this nature hath 
"_ not been in vain : I ſhall give a 
4 | @word of direction, and . leave 
„ , 4 O. 
1. Take heed of what you know 
a) 1s naught: as lying; O that i a 
grievous fault indeed, and naughty. 
1 | words, and taking the Lord's name 
„ in vain, and playing on the Lord's 
„ | day, and keeping bad company. | 
ier and playing with ungodly children : 
le but if you go to ſebool with ſuch, 
6% tell them that God will not love 
at hem, but that the devil will have 
ow 3 them, if they continue to oy fo 
ig naught. ( 


wm 2. Do what your father ind 
ben mother bid Jou , chearſully;; and 
; Fa: 
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rake beed of doing any thing that 
they forbid you. 


Be diligent in reading the 
feriprure, and learning your tes 
chiſin; and what you do not un- 
derſtand, fo be ure, aſh w— 
meaning of. | 


Mink a little ſametimes by 


yourſelf, about God and Heaven, 


and your ſoul, and what Cbriſt 
came into the world for. 


5. And if you have no great 
mind to do thus, but had rather 


he at play, than think, what is it 
| that makes me that I do not care 


for good things; is this like one of 
God's dear children! I am afraid 
Jam none of God's child, I feel I 
do not love to come unto him; O ! 
What ſhall I do ! Either J oo 
* G90: 5 child or the devil's ; 
| | what 
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eobat fhall I do ! I would not be the 


devil's child, for any thing in the 
world. 


6. Then go to your father or mother, 
or ſome good body, and aſk them what 
thou ſhalt do to be God's child; and 
tell them that thou art afraid, and that 
thou cannot be contented, till thou haſt 


got the love of God. 


7. Get by thyſelf, into the chamber 
or garret, and fall upon thy knees, and 


weep and mourn, and tell Chriſt thou 


art afraid that he dot h not love thee ;; 
but thou would fain h ave his love; beg 


N bim to give thee his grace, and par- 


don for thy fins, and that he would 


make thee his child: Tell God thou daft © W 


not care who don't love thee, if. God 


Will but love thee. Say to bim, Father, 


haſt thou not a bleſſing for me, thy poor 
little child? Father, haſt thou not a 
bleſſing for me, even for me? O give a 
Chriſt! O give me @ Chriſt! O tet 


me no be undone for ever! Thus veg, 


B A, 
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4, for your lives, and be not contented 
_ t:ul you have an anſwer ; and do thus 
every day, with as much earneſtneſs as 


yen can, twice a. day at leaſt. 


8. Give yourſelf up to Chriſt ; jay, 
Dear Jeſus, thou didſt bid that little 


children ſhould be ſuffered to come unto 
_ thee; and, Lord, I am come as well as 
can, would fain be thy child ; take 
my heart and make it bumble, and 
meek, and ſenſible, and obedient. 4 
give myſelf unto thee, dear Feſus, do 


what thou wilt with me, ſo that thot 
wilt but love me, and give me thy grace 


end plory. 


9. Get acquainted with godly people, 


and aſ them good queſtions, and engea- 
vour to love their talł. 


. Labour to get a dear love for 


Crit: read the hiſlery of Chriſt's 
ſufferings, ana aſk the reaſon of bis 


ſafferings, and never be contented till 
you ſee your need of Chriſt, and the ea 


11. Ilear the moſt powerful mini- 


ä Hers, aud read the moſt ſearching books; 
8 . e 
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and get your father to buy you Mp.- 
White's boo for littie children, and“ 
A Guide to Heaven. 

12. Reſolve to continue in well-doing 


all your days; then thou ſpall be one f 


hole ſweet little ones that Chriſt will” 
take into his arms, ond bleſs, and give 
a kingdom, crown and glory too. And 
now, dear children, I have done, I have 
written to you, I have prayed for you; 


but what you will do 1 cannot tell. G 
children, if you love me, if you love vour + 
parents, if you love your fouls, if you _ ' 
would eſcape bell-fire, and if you would » 


live in beaven when you die, do you g 


and do as theſe good children, and that 75 
you may be your parent's joy, your coun-— 


tty's honour, and live in God's fear, 
and die in his wor, zs toe prayer of your” 


dear Friend, 


J. Janen ay. 
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„ EXAMPLE 


Of one eminently converted betwees 
eight and nine years old,” with an 
account of ber life and death, 125 


2 * 
. 


ISS Sarah Howley,” | "when 2 
ſhe was between eight and 


nine years old, was carried by 

her friends to hear | a ſermon, 

where the miniſter preached N 
Matthew xi. 13, © My\.yoke 1s. "240 
eaſy, and my burttien is 1 ht? N 2 
ins applying, " W Leriß⸗ 
| ae 


2 A TOKEN 


fſrripture, this child was mightily - 
awakened, and made deeply ſenſi- 
ble of the condition of her ſoul, 
and her need of a Chriſt. She 
wept bitterly to think what a caſe 
the was in; and went home, and 
got by herſelf into a chamber, and 
upon her knees ſhe wept and cried 
to the Lord as well as ſhe could, 
which might eaſily be perceived by 
her eyes and countenance. 

2. She was not contented at this, 
but ſhe got her little brother and 
filter into a chamber with her, and 
told them of their condition by 
nature, and wept over them, and 
prayed with them and for them. 

3. After this, ſhe heard another 
ſermon upon Prov. xxix. 1. He 
e that being often reproved, har- 
ce deneth his heart, ſhall ſuddenly 
© be deſtroyed, and that without 
« remedy :” At which ſhe was 
more affected than before, and was 
ſo exceeding ſolicitous about her 
toul, that ſhe (per + a great part the | 8 
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the night in weeping and praying; 
and could ſcarce take any reſt day 
or night for ſome time together; 
deſiring with all her foul to eſcape 
from everlaſting flames, and to get 
an intereſt in the Lord Jeſus. O 
what ſhould ſhe do for a Chriſt 
what ſhould ſhe do to be faved. 
4. She gave herſelf much to at- 
tending upon the word preached, 
and ſtill continued very tender un- 
der it, greatly ſavouring what ſhe 
heard. | _ 
5. She was very much in ſecret = 
prayer, as might eafily be perceived 
by thoſe who liſtened at the hamm 
ber door, and was uſually very —— 2 
portunate, full of tears. : 25 1 
6. She ſhould ſcarce ſpeak of un 9 
or be ſpoke to, but Her heart Was 
ready to melt. | 
7. She ſpent much time in 91 
ing the ſcripture, and a book called, 
© The beſt friend in the worſt of "fl 
* times; by which the work of 
Jol was much promoted upan . ye 
e os Toy | 


ſoul, and was much directed by it, 
how to get acquaintance with God, 
eſpecially toward the end of that 
book. Another book that ſhe was 
much delighted with, was, Mr. 
© Swinnock's Chriſtian Man's Cal. 
© ling,” and by this ſhe was taught 
in this meaſure, to make religion 
her buſineſs. The Spiritual Bee 
was a great companion of hers. 
8. She was exceeding dutiful to 
her -parents, very loath to grieve 
them in the leaſt : And if ſhe had 7 
at any time (which was very rare) 
offended them, ſhe would weep 
bitterly. 3 1 
9. She abhorred lying, and, al- 7 


lowed herſelf in no known fin. 4 
„ 10. She was very conſcientious 


in ſpending of time, and hated idle 
neſs; and ſpent her whole time ei- 
ther in praying, reading, inſtruQ- 
ing at her needle, at which ſhe was 
very ingenions. TE : 

11. When ſhe was at ſchool, - 
the was eminent for her diligence, - 
Re > teach- 
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teachableneſs, meekneſs, and mo- 
deſty, ſpeaking liitle; but when 
ſhe did ſpeak, it was uſually _=_ 
ritual. 

112. She continued in this courſe 
of religious duties for ſome years 


together. 

13. When ſhe was about four- 
teen years old, ſhe broke a vein in 
her lungs, (as is ſuppoſed) and oft 
did ſpit blood, yet did a little re- 


gerous relapſes, 
14. At the beginning of January. 
laſt, ſhe was taken very bad again, 
in which ſickneſs, ſhe was in great 
diſtreſs of ſoul. When ſhe was firſt: 
taken, ſhe ſaid, O mother, pray, 
Pray, pray, for me, for Satan is ſo 
buſy that I cannot pray for myſelf. 
| I ſee IT am undone without a Chriſt,” 
and a pardon! Oh! I am ne. 
WF unto all eternity! 

* 15. Her mother knowing en 
* WW ferious ſhe had been former) did 
' 8 a b little wonder that ſhe ſhould be 


in 
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cover again, but had ſeveral dan- 


\ 


* 
* 


7 
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* 


came to her? 


A TOKEN 


in ſuch agonies ; upon which hen 


mother aſked her, what fin it was 1 
that was ſo burthenſome to her ſpi- 
O mother, ſaid ſhe, it is not 
any particular ſin of omiſſion or 
commiſſion, that ſticks ſo cloſe to 


rit ? 


my conſcience, as the lin of my na- 
ture ; without the blood of Chriſt 
that will. damn me. 


16. Her mother aſked her what 


ſhe ſhould pray for for- her; ſhe 
anſwered, That 1 may have a ſav- 


ing knowledge of ſin and Chriſt; 

and that J may have an aſfurance 
of God's love to my ſoul. 
mother aſked her, why ſhe did 


Her 
ſpeak ſo little to the miniſter that 


it was her duty with patience and 
ſilence to learn of them; and it 


was exceeding painful to her to 


ſpeak to any. 
17. One time when ſhe fell into 


4 fit, ſhe cried out, O I am going, 


J am going! But what ſhall 1 9 
70 9:08, aved? Sweet Lord Jeſus, I 


She anſwered, that 
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| 6 will lie at thy feet, and if I periſh, 
it ſhall be at the fountain of thy 


e e mercy, 

not 18. She was much afraid of pre- 
or ſumption, and dreaded a miſtake 
= in the matters of her ſoul, and 


in would be often putting up ejacu- 
- lations to God, to deliver her from 
 Z deceiving herſelf. To inſtance in 
nat 7 one: Great and Mighty God, give 


me faith and true faith, Lord, that 
I may not be a fooliſh virgin, hav- — "a 
ing a lamp and no dil. — 2 
cal 19. She would many times be 
7 laying hold upon the promiſes, and 
# plead, them in prayer. That in 
r Matt. xi. 28, 29, was much in her 
= tongue, and no ſmall relief to her 
a 7 ſpirit, How many times would — - + 
. 3} ſhe cry out, Lord, haſt. thou not 
to Fid, «© Come unto me all ye that 
x are weary and heavy laden, and 


* { will give you reſt.“ | 5 
„ 20. Another time, her father bid 
er be of good cheer, becauſe ſhe 
Vas going to a better father; at 
ill . 1 | | 
= | which 


# 


- A TOKEN 


which ſhe fell into a great paſſion, 
and ſaid, but how do I knbw that? 
I am a poor ſinner that wants aſſu- 
rance. O for afſurance! It was 
ſtill her note, O for aſſurance! This 
was her great earneſt and conſtant 
requeſt to all that came to her, to 
beg aſſurance for her; and, poor 
heart, ſhe would look with ſo 
much eagerneſs upon them, as if 
' ſhe defired nothing in the world ſo 
much, as that they would pity her, 
and help her with their prayers ; 
never was poor creature more ear- 
gnneſt for any thing than ſhe was for 
an aſſurance and the light of God's 
_ countenance-: O the piteous moan 
that ſhe would make! O the ago- 
- nies that her ſoul was in.! 
: 21. Her mother aſked her, if 
| God would ſpare her life, how ſhe 
would live? Truly, mother, ſaid 
ſhe, we have ſuch baſe hearts, that 
I cannot tell; we are apt to pro- 
| mife great things when we are ek, 
but when we are recovered, we are 
? : d As 
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as ready to forget ourſelves, and to 


turn again unto folly; but I hope! 


ſhould be more careful of my time 
and my ſoul, than I have been. 
22. She was ſull of natural af- 
fection to her parents, and very 
careful leſt her mother ſhould be 


tired out with much watching : 


Her mother faid, how ſhall I bear 
parting with thee, when I have 
ſcarce dryed my eyes for thy bro- 
ther? She anſwered, the God of 
love ſupport and comfort you; it 
is but a little while, and we ſhall 
meet in glory, I hope. She being 
very weak could ſpeak but little, 


therefore her mother ſaid, Child if 


thou haſt any comfort, lift up thy 
hand; which ſhe did. 

23. The Lord's day before that 
in which ſhe died, a kinſman of 
hers'came to ſee her, and aſking of 
her, whether ſhe knew him; ſhe 


anſwered, yes, I know you, and L 
deſire you would learn to know 
9 you are young, bur you 


„ Fron 


| 
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| know not how ſoon you may die; 


and, O to die without a Chriſt, it 
is a fearful thing: O redeem time; 
O time, time, time, precious time! 

Being requeſted by him not to 
ſpend herſelf, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would 
fain do all the good ſhe could while 
ſhe lived, and when ſhe was dead 
too, if poſſible; upon which ac- 
count, ſhe deſired that a ſermon 
might be preached at the funeral 


concerning the preciouſneſs of time. 


O that young ones would now re- 


Jnember their Creator | 


24. Some miniſter that came to 


Als, did with earneſtneſs beg that 
the Lord would pleaſe to give her 


ſome token for good, that ſhe might 
£0 off triumphing, and bills of the 


4 ume nature were ſent to ſeveral 
Churches. 2 


26. After ſhe had long waited 
for an anſwer of their prayers, ſhe 


_ Taid, © Well I will venture my foul 
upon Chriſt,” | | 


26. She carried it with 7 
1 
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fu] patience, and yet would often 
pray that the Lord would give her 
more patience, which the Lord an- 
ſwered to aſtoniſhment : for conſi- 
dering the pains and agonies that 
the was in, her patience was next 
to a wonder; Lord, Lord, give me 
patience, ſaid ſhe, that 1 may not 
diſhonour thee. 

27. Upon Thurſday, after long 
waiting, great fears, and many 
prayers, when all her friends 

thought ſhe had been paſt ſpeak-,  . 
ing, to the: aſtoniſhment. of her 
friends, ſhe broke forth thus with, ' 


a very audible voice and chearful 4 
countenance, Lord, thou haſt pro- Ces, 
miſed, that whoſoever comes unto 2 


1 
279 


thee, thas wilt in no wiſe caſt out;. 
Lord, 1 come unto thee, and ſurely, * 
thou wilt in no wiſe caſt me out. 
O ſo ſweet : O ſo glorious is Jeſus! 
O have the ſweet and glorious Je- 
. . Jus; he is ſweet, he is ſweet, he is 
= = - feet! O che admirable love of God 
REA » In ending Chriſt! O free ee 585 
9985 RI . C 2 
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a poor loit creature! And thus ſhe 
"an on repeating many of theſe 
hing an hundred times over, but 
zer friends were ſo aſtoniſhed to 

ice her in this divine rapture, and 
to hear ſuch gracious, words, and 
her prayers and defires ſatisfied,. 
at they could not write a quarter 
ot what ſhe ſpoke. 

28. When "66 ſoul was thus ra- 
viſhed with the love of Chriſt, and 


her tongue ſo highly engaged in. 
the magnifying of God; her fa- 


ther, brethren, and ſiſters, with: 
other of the family, were called, to 
whom ſhe ſpake particularly, as her 
ſtrength would give leave. She 
gave her bible as a legacy to one 
of her brothers, and deſired him to 
uſe that well for her ſake; and 
added to him and the reſt: O make 


uſe of time to get a Chriſt for your 
ſouls while you are young; remem- 


ber now your Creator before you 

come to a ſick bed; put not off this. 

great work till then, for then you: 
| "wall 
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Vill find it a hard work indeed. I 
know by experience, the devil will 
tell you it is time enough; and ye 
are young, what need you to be 
in ſuch haſte ? You will have time 
enough when you are old. But 
there ſtands one, (meaning her 
grandmother) that ſtays behind, 
and I that am but young, am go- 
ing before her. O therefore, make 
your calling and election ſure, while 
you are in health. But I am afraid 
this will be but one night's trouble 
to your thoughts ; but remember 
theſe are the words of a dying ſiſter. 
O if you knew how good Chriſt 
„ if you had but one taſte 
4 his IP you would rather 
to him a thouſand times, . than 
ſlay 3 in this wicked world. I would 
not for ten thouſand and ten thou- 
ſand worlds part with my intereſt 


in Chriſt, O how happy am I that ER 
I am going to everlaſting j l. 


would not go back again for twenty 
2 09 thouſand . 
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thouſand worlds ; and will you not 
ſtrive to get an intereſt in Chriſt ? 
29. After this, looking upon one 
- of her father's ſervants, ſhe ſaid, 
What ſhall I do? What ſhall I do 
at the great day, when Chriſt ſhall 
ſay to me, Come, thou bleſſed 
«« of my Father, inherit the king- 
e dom prepared for thee?” And 
ſhall ſay to the wicked, “Go thou 
e curſed into the lake that burns 
« for ever?” What a grief is it 
for me to think chat I ſhall ſee any 
of my friends that I knew upon 
earth, turned into that lake that 
burns for ever! O that word for 
ever, remember that for ever! I 
peak theſe words to you, but they 
are nothing, except God ſpeak to 
| you too: O pray, pray, pray, that 
God will give you grace! and 
then ſhe prayed ; O Lord finiſh thy 
work upon their ſouls. It will be 
my comfort to ſee you in glory; | 
but it will be your everlaſting hap- 
pineſs. 


30. Her 


rl * 


r 
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30. Her grandmother told her 
ſhe ſpent herſelf too much; ſhe 
ſaid, I care not for that, if I could 
do any ſoul: good. O with what 
vehemency did ſhe ſpeak, as if her 
Neat were in every word ſhe ſpoke. 

31. She was full of divine fen- 
3 and almoſt all her diſcourſe 
from the firſt to the laſt in the time 
of her ſickneſs, was about her ſoul, 
Chriſt's ſweetneſs, and the ſouls of 
others; in a word, like a continued 
ſermon. 

32. Upon Friday, after ſhe had 
had ſuch lively diſcoveries of God's 


love, ſhe was exceedingly defirous 
to die; and cried out, Come Lord 


Jeſus, come quickly, conduct me 
to thy tabernacle, I am a poor rea- 
ture without thee ! But, Lord Jeſus,. | 
my ſoul longs to be with thee: O 

when ſhall it be! Why not now, 
dear Jeſus? Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly; but why do I ſpeak 62g 
Thy time, dear Lord, is the beſt 


33. Upon 
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33- Upon Saturday, ſhe fpoke 
very little (being very drowſy) yet 
now and then the dropped theſe 
words: How long ſweet Jeſus ? 
Finiſh thy. work ſweet Jeſus, come 
away ſweet dear Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly; ſweet Lord help, come 
away, now, now, dear Jeſus, come 
quickly : Good Lord give patience 
to me to wait thy appointed time ; 
Lord Jeſus help me, help me, help 
me. Thus at ſeveral times (when 


out of her ſleep) for ſhe was aſleep 


the greateſt part of the day. 
34. Upon the Lord's day, ſhe 
ſcarce ſpoke any thing, but much 


deſired that bills of thankſgiving 
might be ſent to thoſe who had 


formerly been praying for her, that 
they might help her to praiſe God 


for. that full aſſurance that he had 


given her of his love; and ſeemed 
to be much ſwallowed up with the 
thoughts of God's free love to her 


ſoul. She oft . commended her 
on into the Lord's hands; and 


the 
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che laſt words which ſhe was 
heard to ſpeak, were theſe, Lord 
help, Lord Jeſus help, Dear Jeſus, 
Bghleſſed Jeſus. And thus, upon the 


Lord's day, between nine and ten 

of the clock, in the forenoon, ſhe 

llept ſweetly in Jeſus, and began an 

= everlaſting Sabbath, February 19, 
| wo 


** 


7 
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I. 
AT- bleſs'd examples do we find 
8 Writ in the word of truth, 
Of children tliat began to mind 
Religion in their youth. 


II. 
Jeſus who reigns above the ſky 
And keeps the world in awe ; 
Was once a child as young as 1, DP 
And kept his Father's law. . 


TH... 

Samuel, the child, was early brought 
To wait upon the Lord; AAS 
. Young Timothy, by times, was taught 

e oy 
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SM 3 . 5 — FS FAR DT 

_ N ö — 2 


iS, A TOKEN. 


EXAMPLE II. 


Of a Child that was admirably affe#led * 

with the things of God, when be was 
between two and three years old ; 
with A brief account of his life and 
death. 


7. Certain little child, whoſe. 

A mother had dedicated him 
to the Lord in the womb : when 
he could not ſpeak plain, would 
be crying. after God, and was 
greatly deſirous to be taught good 
things. 
2. He could not endure” to be 
put to bed , without family duty, 
but wouid put his parents upon 
duty, and would with much devo- 
tion Kneel down, and with preat 
patichgF>and delight continue till 
duty [Was at, an end, without the 
leaſt {expreſſion of being weary ; 
and he) ſcemed never ſo well plea» . 


2 4 ſed 
* f "us N 
» 50 N , „ 


duty. 

3. He could not be ſatisfied with 
family duty ; but he would be often 
upon his knees by himſelf in one 
corner or other. 


4. Ile was much delighted in 


hearing the word of God either 
read or preached. 


He loved to go to ſchool, 


that he might learn ſomething of 


God, and would oblerve and take 
Great notice of what he had read, 
and come home and ſpeak of it 
with much affection; and he would 


rejoice in his book, and ſay to his 


mother, O mother! J havehad a 
ſjweet leſſon to- day, will you pleaſe 
to give me leave to fetch =y book 
that you may hear it ? 


6. As he grew up, he was more 4 


and more affected with the things 
of another world; ſo that if we 
had not received ee eee 


from one that is of undoubted fide- 


gity, it would ſcem incredible. 


7. te 


For CHILDREN. 19 


Ted as when ke was engaged | in 
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He quickly learned to read 
the ſcripture, and would with great 
reverence, tenderneſs, and groans, 
read till tears and ſobs were ready 
to hinder him. 

8. When he was at ſecret prayer, 
He would weep bitterly, _ 
9. He was wont often times to 
complain of the naughtineſs of his 
Heart, and ſeemed to be more 
grieved for the corruption of his 
nature, than for actual ſin. 
10. He had avaſt underſtanding 
in the things of God, even next to | 


"9 .-a wonder, for one of his age. 


5 . He was much troubled for 
' the wandering of his thoughts in 
duty, and that he could not keep 

His heart always fixed upon God, 


and the work he was about, and 


His affections conſtantly raiſed, 

12. He kept a watch over his 
heart, and obſerved the workings - 
of his ſoul, and would complain 
that they were ſo vain and fooliſh, 

apd fo little buſied about ſpiritual . 
x ings. > 13. Ag 


4 
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13. As he grew up, he grew daily 

in knowledge and experience, and 

: his carriage was ſo heavenly, and 

7 his diſcourſe ſo excellent and ex- 
perimental, that it made thoſe who 

„heard it, even aſtoniſhed, _.. 

14. He was exceeding importu- 
nate with God in duty; and would 
plead with God at a ſtrange rate, 
and uſe ſuch arguments in prayer, 
that one would think it were im- ©} 
poſſible ſhould: ever enter into the 
heart of a child; he would beg, 
and expoſtulate, and weep ſo, that -:: 
ſometimes it could not be kept 
from the ears of neighbours; ſo 
that one of the next houſe wass 
forced to cry out, the prayers and 
tears of that child in the next al 
houſe will ſink me to hell, becauſe 
by it he did condemn his neglect of 
prayer, and his light performance - _ 
of it, . — ap 0 
- 15. He was very fearful. f 
wicked company, and would oft 
beg of God to keep him from it, 
5 55 n 
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and that he might never beÞleaſ- 
ed in them that took delight in 
diſpleaſing of God: And when he 
was at any time in the hearing of 
heir wicked words, taking the 
Lord's name in vain, or ſwearing, 
or any filthy words, it would even 
make him tremble and ready to go 
home and weep. 

16, He abhorred lying with his | 
"ſoul. 

17. When he had committed 
any fault, he was eaſily convinced 
of it, and would get into ſome cor- 
ner and ſecret place, and with tears 
beg pardon of God, and ſtrength 
againſt ſuch a ſin. He had a friend 
that oft watched him, and liſtened 
at his chamber door from whom 1 
received this narrative. 

18. When he had been aſked, 
whether he would commit ſuch a 
ſin again? he would never pro- 
miſe abſolutely, becauſe he ſaid his 
heart was. naught but he would 


— 1 ' y- 1 


* 
| 
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23 
weep, wid ſay, he hoped by- the 
ou of God he ſhould not; 

When he was left at. home 

ol upon the Sabbath-days, he 
would be ſure not to ſpend any 
part of the day in idleneſs and play, 
but he buſied in praying, reading 
in the bible, and getting of his 
catechiſm. 
20. When other children were 
playing, he would many a time and 
oft be praying. 
21, One day a certain perſon -, 
was diſcourſing with him about 
the nature, offices, and excellency 
of Chriſt, and that he alone can 


ſatisfy for our ſins, and merit 


everlaſtiny life for us, and about 
other of the great myſterics of re 
demption : He ſcemed 717 
underſtand them, and was greatly N 
delighted with the diſcourſe. | 

22. One ſpeaking. concerning, 
the reſurrection of the body, he 
did acknowledge it; but that the. 
lame weak body that was buried 


a D 3 in 


vingly to 
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in the church-yard, ſhould be raiſ- 
ed again, he thought very ſtrange, 


but with admiration yielded that 
nothing was impoſlible to God; 


and that every day that he was 
taken ſick unto death. 

23. A friend of his aſked him, 
whether he were willing to dic 
when he was firſt taken lick ? he 
anſwered, No; becauſe he was 
afraid of his ſtate as to another 
World: Why child, ſaid the other, 
thou didſt pray for a new heart, 
for an humble and a ſincere heart, 
and I have heard thee; didſt thou 
not pray with thy heart? 1 hope I 


did, ſaid he. . 


24. Not long after, the ſame 
perſon aſked him again, Whether 


he were willing to die? He an- 


ſwered, Now I am willin ng, for * 
me go to Chriſt, 
One aſked him what ould 


IJ ketone of his ſiſter, if he ſhould 
5 die and leave her? He anſwered, 


The 


— — 


CV 


deal of ſweetneſs and patience, 
waiting for his change, and at laſt. 


A flower, when offer'd in the : bud, d 


ö | 
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The will of the Lord muſt be 
done, 

26, He ſtill grew weaker and 
weaker, but carried it with a great 


did chearfully commit his ſpiric 
unto the Lord; and calling upon 
the name of the Lord, and ſaying, 
Lord Jeſus, Lord Jeſus. In whoſe. 
boſom he ſweetly ſlept, dying, as1 
remember, when he was about five 
or ſix years old. 


Ax HYMN... | ; . ' 
H the child als youngeſt ye years ty A i 


Receive inſtructions well ; 
' Who hates the ſinner's path and fears 


The road that leads to hell. 
e my 
But does Jevecd their youth | to Gd, 
»Tis pleaſing in his eyes; 


Is no vain ſacrifice. 
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EXAMPLE III. 


Of a little girl that was wrought upon 
_. when ſhe wwas between four and five 
ears old, with ſome account of ber 
holy life, and triumphant death. 


ARY A. when ſhe was 
between four, and five 
years old, was greatly affected in 
heariog the word of God, and be- 


1 * 
bo * 
* by . 


(|| _ * *--£4me!very ſolicitous about her ſoul 


and everlaſting condition, weeping 
bitterly, to think what would be- 
come of her in another world, 
£. #Ming ſtrange queſtions concerning 
God and Chr iſt, and her own ſoul. 
So that this lietle Mary, before ſhe 
was full five yerrs old, ſeemed to 
oo the one, We! needful, and 


2, he K 
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2. She was wont to be much in 
ſecret duty, and many times come 
off from her knees with tears. 

3. She would chuſe ſuch times 
and places for fecret duty, as might 
render her leſs obſerved by others, 
and did endeavour what poſſibly 


ſhe could to conceat what ſhe was 


doing, when ſhe Was engaged in 
ſecret duty. 

She was 4 801g afraid of 
hypocrify, and of doing any thing 


to be ſeen of men, and to get com- 


mendation and praiſe; and when 
ſhe hath heard one of her brothers 


ſaying, That he had been by him- 4 5 1 


ſelf ar prayer, the rebuked him 


ſharply, and told him how Mttle 


uch prayers were like to profit 


him, and that was. little. tO - MN | 


raiſe to ray like a hypoctite, 
5 to 1 805 5 0 Rap LR 
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aſked her why ſhe wept ſo. exceed- 


ingly ? Her mother anſwered, She 
had cauſe enough to weep, becauſe 
her father was dead: No dear 
mother, ſaid the child, you have 
no cauſe to weep ſo much, for God 
is a good God ſtill to you. 

6. She was a dear lover. of faith- 
ful miniſters. One time after, ſhe 
had been hearing of Mr. Whitaker, 
ſhe ſaid, I love that man dearly, for 
the ſweet words that he ſpeaks con · 
cerning Chriſt. 


7. Her book was her delight, 


and what ſhe did read, ſhe loved 
to make her own, ind cared not 


for paſſing over what ſhe learned, 


without extraordinary obſervations 


and underſtanding; and many 
times . ſhe. was ſo ſtrangely affected 


in reading of the ſcriptures, that 


ſhe would burſt out into tears, and 


22 hardly be pacified; ſo great- 


was ſhe taken with Chriſt's ſuf- 


ferings, the zeal of God's ſervant, 
the danger of a natural ſtate. if . 5 


* 
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8. She would complain. often- 
times of the corruption of her na- 
ture, of the hardneſs of. her heart, 
that ſhe could repent no more 
_ thoroughly, and be no more hum- 
ble and prieved for her ſins againſt | 
a. good God; and when me did 
thus complain, it was with abund- 
ance of tears. jp 

9. She was greatly concerned 
for the ſouls of others, and grieved 
to think of the miſerable condi- 
tion that they were in upon this 
account; when ſhe could hand- 
ſomely, ſhe would be putting in 
ſome pretty ſweet word of Chriſt ; 
but above all, ſhe would do what K 
ſhe could to draw the hearts of her 
brethren and ſiſters after Chriſt; 
and there was no ſmall hopes hat” 
her example and good counſel did 
prevail with ſome of eſp when” 
they were very young, get in- 
to corners to Pray, Na Me very 
Sficious queſtions Ws the things” 


od. 
| 8 She 
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10. She was very conſcientious 
in keeping the Sabbath, ſpending 
the whole time either in reading 


or praying, or learning her Cate- 


chiſm, or teaching, her brethren 


: and ſiſters. One time when ſhe. 


was left at home upon the Lord's 


day, ſhe got ſome other little 
children by with her bro- 
chers and ſi 

playing (as other naggghty chil- 
dren uſe to do) ſhe told them, 
That that was the Lord's day, and 


ers, and inſtead of 


that they ought to remember that 


3 2 day to keep It holy ; ; and. then ſhe: 


told them how it was to be ſpent 


in religious exerciſes all the day 
long. except ſo much as was to be 
taken up in the works of neceſlity 


and mercy; then ſhe prayed with 


them herſelf, and among other 


things begged, that the Lord would 
give grace and wiſdom to them 


Bttle children, that they might 
SG know bow to eve him, as one of 


te N 
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the little ones in the company with 
her told her afterwards. 


11. She was a child of a ſtrange 


tenderneſs and compaſſion to all, 


full of bowels and pity, whom ſhe 


could not help, ſne would be ready 
to weep over; eſpecially if ſhe ſaw 
her mother at any time troubled, 


ſhe would quickly make her ſor- | 


rows her Na. and weep for her, 
and with 


12. When her mother had been . 


ſomewhat ſolicitous about any 
worldly thing, ſhe would, if the 
could poſſibly, put her off from 


her care one way or other. One _ 
time ſhe told her, O mother, grace 


is better than that, (meaning ſome- 


thing her mother wanted) I had 
rather have grace and the love © 


of Chriſt, than any thing in the 
vr 

| This child was 6ft n muſing 
ad buſied in the thows ts of, her 
everlaſting - work; witnef {hae 


4 4 * . 


range queſtion, 0 what” are they } 
7 85 doing 1 
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doing who are already in heaven? 
And ſhe ſeemed to be hugely de- 
firous to be among them that were 
praiſing, loving, delighting in God, 
and ſerving of him without ſin. 
Her language was ſo ſtrange about 
ſpiritual matters, that ſhe made 
many excellent Chriſtians to ſtand 
'amazed, as judging it ſcarce to be 
paralleled, 
14. She took great delight in 
reading of the ſcripture, and ſome 
part of it was more. ſweet to her 
than her appointed food, ſhe would 
get ſeveral choice ſcriptures by 
heart, and diſcourſe of them ſa- 
vourly, and apply them ſuitably, 
"Ig. She was not altogether a 
{ſtranger to other good books, but 
would be reading of them with 
much affedtioan; and where ſhe 
might, ſhe noted the books par- 
ticularly, - obſerving what in the 
reading did moſt warm her heart, 
and ſhe was ready upon occaſion 
to improve it. „ | 
Mas 16. One 
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16. One time a woman coming 
into the houſe in a great paſſion, 
ſpoke of her condition, as if nonc 
were like hers, and it would never 
be otherwiſe; the child ſaid, It 
were a ſtrange thing to ſay, when 
it's night it will never be day 
again. 

17. At another time a near 
relation of hers being in ſome 
ſtreights, made ſome complaint, 
to whom ſhe ſaid, I have heard 
Mr. Carter ſay, A man may go 
to heaven without a penny in his 

urſe, but not without grace in his 
heart.“ 

18. She had an extraordinary * 
love to the people of God; and 
when ſhe ſaw any that ſhe thought | 
feared the Lord, her heart would 
vu leap for joy. 

She loved to be woch by | 
herſelf, and would be greatly | 
FD. anon if ſhe were at any time 

deprived of a conveniency for ſe- 
075 duty; ſhe could not hve: with- 
E out 
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_ out conſtant addreſs to God in- ſe- 


oret; and was not a little pleaſed 
when ſhe could go into a corner to 
pray and weep. | 

20, She waz much in praiſing 


Gods, and ſeldom or never com- 


plained of any thing but ſin. 

21, She continued in this courſe 
of praying and praiſing of God, 
and of great dutiſulneſs and ſweet- 
neſs to her parents, and thoſe that 
taught her any thing, yet ſhe did 
greatly encourage her mother while 
the was a widow, and delired that 
the abſence of a huſband might in 
ſome mcaſure be made up by the 
dutifulneſs and holinels of a child. 
She ſtudied all the ways that could 
be to make her mother's life ſweet. 

22. When ſhe was between ele- 
ven and twelve years old, ſhe 


ſickened, in which ſhe carried it 


with admirable patience and ſweet - 


neſs, and did what ſhe could with 
-lcripture arguments to ſupport and 
_ «encourage her relations to part 


with 
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with her that was going to glory, 


and to prepare themſelves to meet 
her in a bleſted eternity, 

23. She was not many days ficl 
before ſhe was marked; which ſhe 
firſt ſaw herſelf, and was greatly re- 
joiced to think that ſhe was marke 
out for the Lord, and was now 
going apace to Chriſt, She called 
to her friends and ſaid, I an! 
marked, but be not troubled, for | 
know am marked for onc of theo 
Lord's own. One asked her, How 


the knew that ? She anſwered, the 


Lord hath told me that lam one 
of his dear children. And thus 
ſe ſpake with a holy confidence 
in the Lord's love to her foul, and 
was not in the leaſt daunted when 


{he ſpake of her death; but ſeemed 


greatly delighted in the apprehen- 
tion of her nearnels to her Father's 
houſe. And it was not long be- 
tore ſhe was filled with j Joy unſpeak- 
able in beheving. 


24. When ſhe juſt lay a dying) 


* 


_— 
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her mother came to her and told 


er, She was ſorry that ſhe had 
reproved and corredled ſo good a 
child ſo oft. O Mother, ſaid ſhe, 
peak not thus, I bleſs God, now | 
am dying, for your reproofs and 
corrections too; for it may be, I 
might have gone to hell, if it had 
not been for your reproofs and. 


Corrections. 


25. Some of her eee 
coming to viſit her, aſked. her, if 
the would leave them? She anſwer- 
ed them, If you ſerve the Lord, 
you ſhall come after me to glory. 

26. A little before ſhe died, ſhe 
nad a great conflict with Satan, 
and cried out, I am none of his; 
her mother ſeeing her in trouble 
aſked her what was the matter? 
She aniwered, Satan did trouble 


me, but now. I thank God, all is 


en], I know lam none of his, but 
hogs 


. After this, ſhe had a great 


ends of God's love, and. a glorious 
. | ſight, ; 


' 
s bl 
For CHILDREN. 37 N 
ſight, as if ſhe had ſeen the very |M 


heavens open, and the angels come | 
to receive her; by which her heart 
was filled with joy, and her tongue 
with praiſe. 1 

28. Being deſired by the ſtanders Ml 
by, to give them a particular ac- i 
count of what ſhe ſaw, ſhe anſwer- if 


ed, You ſhall know hereafter; and 
ſo in an extaſy of joy and holy | | 
triumph, ſhe went to heaven wen 
ſhe was about twelve ran, old. 4 
Hallelujah. 1 0 1 
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AN HYMN, 
J. 
WII ſhould I ſay, tis yet too ſoon 
"i To ſeek for heav'n or think of death; 
A flowr may fade before 'tis noon, 
And I this day may looſe my breath. 
10 e | | IT. 


38 A 'FOKEN 


If this rebellious heart of mine, 

Should flight the gracious calls of heav'n; 
{may be harden'd in my fin 
And never have repentance giv'n. 


III. 


What if the Lord in wrath ſhould ſwear 
Whilſt I neglett to read and pray; 
"That he'll refuſe to lend an car 4 


#, 


Is call my groans another day, 


/ 
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” EXAMPLE IV. 


Of a child that began to look towards 
heaven when was about four 
years old, with ſome obſervable paſ- 
Sages in her liſe and at ber death. 


1. Certain little child, when 
ſhe was about four years 
old; had a conſcientious ſenſe of- 
her duty towards her parents, be- 
cauſe the commandment ſaith, Ho- 
nour thy father and thy mother. 
And though ſhe had 105 ad- 
vantage of education, ſne carried 
it with the greateſt reverence to 
her parents imaginable, ſo that ſne 
was no ſmall credit as well as com · 1 
fort to them. Ke % 
2. It was no vouſual, ching for — 5 
Aon? to weep, if ſhe ſaw her parents Þ 
troubled, though herſelf had nor | 
been the occaſion. of it. 


4 * 
„ 
9 

1 
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3. When ſhe came from ſchool, 
ſhe would with grief and abhor- 
rency, ſay, That other children 
had ſinned againſt God by ſpeaking 
grievous words, which were | {6 
bad, that ſhe durſt not ſpeak them 
again, 

4. She would be oftentimes ad- 
miring of God's mercy for lo much 
goodneſs to her, rather than to 
others; that ſhe ſaw ſome begging, 
others blind, ſome ke and 
that ſhe wanted nothing that was 
good for her. 

She was many a time, and 
often in one hole or another in tears 
vpon her knees. 

6. This poor little thing would 
be ready to counſel other little 
children, how they ought to ſerve 
God ; and putting them upon get- 
ting by themſelves to pray ; and 
' hath been known when her friends 
have been abroad, to have been 
teaching children to pray, eſpecially 
upon the Lord's day, 

7. She 
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1 7, She very ſeriouſly begged the 
'] prayers of others, that they would 
remember her, that the Lord would 


- give her grace, 
10 8. When this child ſaw ſome 
- that were laughing, who ſhe judg- 


ed to be very wicked, ſhe told 
1 them, that ſhe feared that they had 
N little reaſon to be merry. They 
"| aſked, Whether they might not 
laugh? She anſwered, No, indeed, 
2 | till you have grace ; they who are 
wicked have more need to cty than 


8 to laugh. 
" 9. She would ſay, That it was 
4 the duty ol patents, maſters, and 


miſtreſſes, to reprove (viel under 
" their charge) ſor ſin, or elle Gol. 
will meet with them. 

10. She would be very attentive 
when ſhe read the ſcriptures, .aod 
15 be much allected with them. 
| 11. She would by no means be 
perſuaded to prophane the Lord's 
day, but would ſpend it in Tome: 
Y | good duties. 
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132. When ſhe went to chool, Ty 
was willingly and joyfully, and 
the was very teachable and exem- 
1 to other children. 
. When ſhe was taken ſick, 

1 ” ed her, Whether ſhe were 
willing to die? She anfwered, Yes, 
's God would pardon her fins. Be- 

ing aſked how her fins ſhould be 
pardoned ? She anſwered, through 
the blood of Chriſt. 
14. She ſaid, ſhe did believe in 
Chriſt, and deſired, and longed to 
be with him, and did with a great 
deal of chearfulneſs give up her 
ſoul. 
There were very many obſerva- 
ble paſſages in the life and death 
of this child, but the hurry and 
grief that her friends were in, bu- 
ned them. | 


— 
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AN HYMN. 
ö I. 
5 WW”: ſhould I join with thoſe in play 
5 In whom I don't delight; 


Who curſe and ſwear, but never pray, 
Who call ill names and fight. 


* 


l | 4 4 | 3 


Lord, may J hate to- walk or dwell, 


With wicked children here; 

þ That I may not be ſent to hell, 1 

; Where none but ſinners are. 7 
1 e } 


Of a "rages life and joyful death of 8 "= 
child which died when he was rt. 
bout 12 Years old, 1632. 55 vl 
HARLES Bridgeman Had 
1 no ſooner learned to ſpeak, 

2 e de betook 1 9 to prayer. 
22 5 7 15 2. 11 | 
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2, He was very prone to learn 
the things of God. 

„ 3. He would be ſometimes teach- 
ing them their duty that waited up- 
on him. 

4. He. learned by heart many 
good things before he was well fit 
ro go to ſchool: And when he was 
ſent to ſchool, he carried it ſo, that 

all that obſerved him, either did or 
might admire him. O the ſweet 
nature, the good diſpoſition, the 
ſincere religion which was in this 
child! 

4. When he was at ſchoo], what 
was it that he deſired to learn but 
Chriſt and him crucified ? 

6. So religious and ſavoury were 
his words, his actions ſo upright, 
his devotion ſo hearty, his fear of 
God ſo great, that many were rea- 
dy to ſay, as me did of John, 
What manner o child ſhall this Re 
© be?” 

7. He would be much in-reading. 
He" holy: EPR". i 3 

8. He + 


4 
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8. He was deſirous of more ſpi- 
ritual knowledge, and would be 
oft aſking very ſerious and admira- 
ble queſtions. 

He would not ſtir out of doors 
before he had poured out his ſoul 
to the Lord. 

10. When he eat any thing he 

would be ſure to lift up his heart 

unto the Lord for a bleſſing upon 

it; and when he had moderately - 
refreſhed himſelf by eating, he 
would not forget to * -D cnet 
God's goodnels in feeding of him. 

11. He would not he down in 

his bed till he had been upon his 
knees; and when fometimes he 

had forgotten his duty, he would 
quickly get out of his bed, and 
kneeling down upon his bare knees, 
| covered with no garment but his 
linen, aſked God forgiveneſs for 
that ſin. ; 1 
134. He would rebuke his W . 
| thren if they were at any time too Re 
. ay at 8 meals, and did eat. 
. | F with= 
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. without aſking a bleſting ; his check 
was uſually this: Dare you do 
thus? God be merciful to us, this 
bit of bread might choak us. 

13. His ſentences .were wiſe and 
weighty, and well might become 
ſome ancient chriſtian. 

14. His ſickneſs was a lingering 
diſeaſe, againſt which, to comfort 
- him, one tells him of poſſeſſions 
that muſt fall to his portion: And 
what are they, ſaid he, I had rather 
have the kingdom of heaven than 
8 1 ſuch inheritances. 

156. When he was ſick, he ſeem- 
[es much taken up with heaven, 
and aſked very ſerious queſtions 
about the nature of his ſoul. 

16. After he was pretty well ſa- 
risnled about that, he enquired how 
his ſoul might be ſaved; the anſwer 


} 


: . ab made, by the applying of 
| bf 0 "Chriſt's merits by faith; he was 


pleaſed with the anſwer, and was 
ready to give. any one, that ſhould; 
re} it, an account of his hope. 

. E | Being 
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17. Being aſked, whether he had 
rather live or die? He anſwered, ! 
deſire to die that I may go to my * 
Saviour. 

18. His pains increaſing upon 
him, one aſked him, Whether he 
would rather ſtill endure thoſe pains + if 
or forſake Chriſt? Alas! ſaid he, . 

I know not what to fay, being but i 

a child: for theſe pains may ſtagger © ' 

a ſtrong man; but I will ſtrive to 
endure the beſt that 1 can. Upon 

this, he called to mind that martyr 
Thomas Bilney, who being in ri. > 

fon, the night before his burn ng. 1M 

put his be ger into the candle, to © ' 
know how he could endure the fire. - 2M 

O (faith the child) had J lived then, 5 I | 

] would have run through the fire: 4 1 

to Dre gone to Chriſt; 5 8 

. His ſickneſs laſted long, ind, 4 

at Jeaſt three days before his g | A 1 

he propheGed his departure, and 

not only that he muſt die, but the ⁵⁶ 
very day. On the Lord's day, ſaid ⁵ 
be, Look to me: neither was this 
„ „ FF 3 
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a word of courſe, which you may 
gvels by his often repetition, every 
day aſking, till the day came in- 
deed. What, 15 Sunday come? 
Ar laft tlie looked-for day came on; 
and no ſooner had the ſun beauti— 
fied that morning with its light, 


but he falls into a trance; his eyes 


were fixed, his face chearful, his 
lips ſmiling, his hands and face 
claſped in a bow, as if he would 


have received lome bleſſed ange! 
that were at hand to receive his 
foul: But he comes to himſelf, and 


tells them how he ſaw the ſweeteſt 
body rhat ever eyes be d, who bid 
him be of good cheer, for he mul: 
Ly e go with him. 

21. One that ſtood near him, as 
now ſuſpecting the time of his diſ- 
ſolution nigh, bid him ſay, Lord, 


into thy hands I commend my ſpirit, 


which is thy due; for why, thou 


haſt redeemed it, O Lord, my Gad, 85 
Mat true. | 


22. Th be. 
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22, The laſt words which: he 
ſpake, were exactly theſe: Pray, 1 

< pray, pray, nay, yet pray; and 1 
© the more prayers, the better all _ 
proſpers; God is the beſt phy- 
ſictan; into his hands I commend 
my ſpirit, O Lord Jeſus, receive 
my ſoul! Now cloſe mine eyes: i 
Forgive me, father, mother, bro- IM 
ther, ſiſter, all the world. Now "Þ 
I am well, my pain is almoſt gone, 
my joy is at hand. Lord have 
mercy on me! O Lord receive 
my ſoul unto thee.” ! And thus 
he yielded his ſpirit up unto the 
Lord, when he. was: about cwebrde 1 
years old. | 7 
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AN HYMN. 
25 , | 7 . 


4 HN glorious is our heavenly. king 
b That reigns above the ſky ; 
How ſhall a child preſume. to ſing 
His dreadful Majeſty. 


II. 


by * 5 8 ma) 1 join the heav' nly train, 
Aud any firſt off rings bring; 

n 5 h' eternal God will not diſdain 
„ Ne, s an infant ſing. 
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' EXAMPLE VI. 


3 2, a poor child that was awakened 
Wi wen be was about. five years ald. 


— — — — — — 
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1. A Certain very poor child, 
EN. that had avery bad father, 
but it Was to be hoped a very good. | 
= mother, was by the providence of 8 NT 
E.'. God brought to the ſight of a god- 4 . 
Wo * Ty friend of mine, who ow the 
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ſweetneſs and kindnefs allure: the 


child, by which means it was not 


long before: he got a deep intereſt 
in Tee heart of the child, and he 
began to obey him with more rea- 


dineſs than children e do their | 


= = . 


By this a door was opened for 3 * 
a farther work, and he had a greaterrr 
advantage to inſtil ſpiritual princi- 
ples into the ſoul: of the child, which 
he was not wanting in, as the Lord 
gave opportunity, and the bing 2 "i 
was capable of. "9622 eee 
4. It was not long before: the = 
Lord was pleafed to ſtrike: in'with - . + 
the ſpiritual exhortations of this 
good man, ſo that the Child was i 
. M7 to a liking of the * _. 
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firſt FEM of the child had a great 
pity for him, and had an affection | 
to him, and had a mind to bring 
him up for Chriſt. 

2. of the firſt he did with great 
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He quickly learnt a great part 
of the: Allembly's catechiſm . by 
heart, and that before he could 
read his primmer within book; 


and he took a great delight in learn- 


ing his catechiſm. 
6. He was not only able to give 
a very good account of his cate- 


chiſm, but he would anſwer ſuch - 
. queſtions as are not in the catechiſm, 
with greater underſtanding than 


could be expected of one of his age. 
7. He took great delight in diſ- 


courſing about the things of God; . 
and when my friend had been either 


— 


praying or reading, expounding or 


: repeating of ſermons, , he . ſeemed 


very attentive, , and ready to re- 


— 


ceive the truths of God, and would 

with incredible gravity, diligence 
and affection,, wait till duties were 
ended, to the no ſmall joy and ad- 
miration of them which obſerved 


him. 8 

8. He would aſk very encellunt 
. queſtions, and diſcourſe about the 
64-00 | ane 


— 
— 
* 
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condition of his ſoul and heavenly 


things, and ſeemed mightily con- 
cerned what ſhould become of his 
ioul when he ſhould die; ſo that 
his diſcourſe made ſome chriſtians 
even to.{tand aſtoniſhed, 


Ile was greatly taken with the 


1 kindneſs of Chriſt in dying 


for finners, and would be in tears, 


at the mention of them; and feem- 


ed at a ſtrange rate to be affected 


meh. the unſpeakable love of Chriſt. 
When no body hath been 
tweaking to him, he would. burſt. 


out into tears, and being aſked the — 


reaſon, he would ſay, that the very, 


thoughts of Chriſt's love to ſinners 
in ſuffering ſor them, made him 


that he could not but cy. 


11. Before he was fix years old, 
ht made conſcience of aſecret duty; 


and when he prayed, it was with 


ſuch extraordinary meltings, that. 9 
bis eyes have looked Ted, and ſore 
- with weeping by: hinlelff for a fin. 


* 
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12. He would be putting of 


chriſtians upon ſpiritual. diſcourſe 


when he ſaw them, and ſeemed lit- 


tle ſatisfied unleſs they were talk- | 


ing of good things. 


13. It is evident that this poor 


child's thoughts were very much 
buſied about the things of another 
world, for he would oftentimes be 
ſpeaking to his bed- fellow at mid- 
night, about the matter of his ſoul ; 
and when he could not ſleep, he 
would take heavenly conference to 
be ſweeter than his appointed reſt, 
This was his uſual cuſtom, and thus 
he would provoke and put forward 


an experienced chriſtian to ſpend 
waking hours in talk of God and 


the everlaſting reſt. 
14. Not long after this, bis good 


mother died, whith went very near 
his heart, for he greatly honoured. 


| 97 mather. 


. After the death of his mo- 


"he. he would often repeat ſome 


of the promiſes that are made unto 


fechere 


— 


Th * 
o & 
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fatherleſs children, eſpecially that 
in Exod. xxii. 22. Ye ſhall not 
ce afflict any widow or the father- 
« leſs child; if thou afiCt them in 
© anywiſe, and they cry at all un- 
© to me. I will ſurely hear their 
heb = —Theſe words he 
would often repeat with tears, and 
ſay, I am fatherleſs and motherleſs 
upon earth, yet if any wrong me, 
I have a Father in heaven who will 
take my part: to him I commit 
myſelf, and in him is all my truſt. 
16. Thus he continued in a courſe 
of holy duties, living in the fear of 
God, and ſhewed wonderfol grace 
for a child, and died ſweetly in tha 
faith of Jeſus. 2 
My friend is a judicious chriſtian 
of many years experience, who was 
no ways related to him, but a con- 
ſtant eye and ear witneſs of his god. 
ty life, and honourable and chearful 
death, from whom I received chis: 
information, 


. A TOKEN 
AN HYMN. 


I, | 
N pr: niſes of | my tonne, 
| ofter to the Lord; 


"That | was got and. learnt fo young; 
To rend his oly word. 


[l, 


Dear Lord, this book of thine 
Inſlrutts me where to go; 
For grace to pardon all my fin, 

And make ine holy tou, 


. | EXAMPLE VII. 
Of a notorious wicked child, who was 

"taken up from begging, and admir- 
1 "ably converted; with an account of 
1 - bis holy life and joyful. death, when 
\1 be was nine years old. 


. VERY poor child of che 
l | pariſh of Newington-Buts, 


enam begging to the door of a dear. |}. 
„ 25 5 1 \ | chriſtign. by 


" bs |; VT N Wh Ws. a 4 ? 4 \ 
: . wes » * 4% | 
| | _— , ' | * is YI 4 
; | ; ; f | 
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chriſtian friend of mine, in a very 


lamentable caſe, ſo filthy and naſty 


that he would even have turned 
one's ſtomach to have looked on 
him: But it pleaſed God to raiſe 
in the heart of my friend a great 


pity and tenderneſs towards this 


poor child, ſo that in charity he 
rook him out of the ſtreets, whoſe 
parents were unknown, who had 
nothing at all in him to commend 
him to any one's charity, but his 


miſery. My friend eyeing the glory 
of God, and the good of the im- 
mortal ſoul of this wretched crea- 
ture, diſcharged the pariſh of the 
child, and took him as his own, 
deſigning to bring him up for the 
Lord Chriſt. A noble piece of cha- 
rity! And that which did make the 
kindneſs far the greater, was, that 
there ſeemed to he very little hopes 
of doing any gond upon this child, 
|: for he was a very monſter of wick-"" : 
| edneſs, and a thouſand times more 
4 miſerable and vile by his fin han 
\ 246% ge ad | G | by 1 
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by his poverty. Ile was running 
to hell as ſoon as he could go, and 


was old in naughtineſs when he 


was young in years ; and one ſhall 
- icarce hear of one ſo like the devil 


in his infancy as this poor child was. 
What fin was there (that his age 


was capable of) that he did not 
commit? What by the corruption 


of his nature, and the abominable - 


example of little beggar boys, he 
was arrived to a ſtrange pitch of 
impiety. He would call filthy 


names, take God's name in vain, 


curſe and ſwear, and do almoſt All 


kind of miſchief; and as to any 


thing of God, worſe than a hea- 


then. 
e this ſin and miſery was 


büt a ſtronger motive to that gra- 


cious man to pity him, and to do 
all chat poſſibly he could to pluck 
this fize-brand out of the fire; and 
ic\was not long before the Lord.was 1 


pleated to let um underſtand, that 


he had a deſign of everlaſting kind- 


neſs 


%- 
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neſs upon the ſoul of this poor child: 
for no ſooner had this good man 
taken this creature into his houſe 
but he prays for him, and Jabours. 
with all his might to convince him 
of his miſerable condition by na- 
ture, and to teach him ſomething 
of God, the worth of his own foul, 
and that eternity of glory or mi- 
{ery that he was born to; and 
| bleſſed be free grace, it was not 
long before the Lord was pleaſed to 
jet him underſtand, that it was 
himſelf which put it into his heart 
to take in this child, that he might 
bring him up for Chriſt. The. 
Lord ſoon ſtruck in with his godly. 
inſtructions, fo that an amazing 
change was ſeen in the child; in a 
few weeks ſpace he was ſoon con- 
vinced of the evil of his ways; no 
more news now of 'his calling of 
names, ſwearing, or curſing; no, 
more taking of the Lord's name in 
vain; now he 1s civil and Ot - 
ful, and ſuch a _ firange altcration - 
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was wrought in the child, that all 
the pariſh that rung of his villainy 
before, was now ready to talk of 
his reformation ; his company, his 
talk, his employment is now 
changed, and he is like another 
creature; fo that the glory of God's 
free grace began already to ſhine in 
him. 

3. And this change was not only 
an eternal one, and to be diſcerned 
abroad, but he would get by him- 
self, and weep: and mourn bitterly 


for his horrible wicked. life, as. 


might eaſily, be perceived by them. 


that lived in the houſe with him. 


4. It was the great care of his 
godly maſter to ſtrike in with thoſe 


convictions which the Lord had 
made, and to improve them all he 
could: and he was not a little glad 


to ſee that his lahonr was not in vain. 


in the Lord; he ſtill experiences 


that the Lord doth carry on his 

own work mightily upon the heart. 

of the child, he is ſtill more and 
oy more 
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more broken under a ſenſe of his 
undone ſtate by nature; he is oft 
in tears and bemoaning his loſt and 
miſerable condition. When his 
maſter did ſpeak of the things of 
God, he liſtened earneſtly, and 
rook in with much greedineſs and 
affection what he was taught. Sel- 
dom was there any diſcourſe about 
ſoul matters in his hearing, but he 
heard it as if it were for his life, 
and would weep greatly, 5 
5. He would after his maſter had 
been ſpeaking to him,, or others, of 
the things of God, go to him and 
queſtion with him about them, and 
beg of him to inſtruct and teach ' 
him further, and to tell him thoſe 
things again, that he might re- 


A 


member and underſtand them hęt- 
P 1 

6. Thus he continued ſeeking 
after the knowledge of God and 


 Chritts and. praftiling holy duties, | 


till the. ſickneſs care into the houſe, 
with which the child was fmitten 4 


G 3 | ”a6:: 


— 
52 | * V 


at his firſt ſickening the poor child 
was greatly amazed and afraid, and 
though his pains were great, and 
rhe diſtemper very tedious, yet the 
ſenſe of his ſin, and the thought of 
the miſerable condition that he fear- 
ed his foul was ſtil in, made his 
trouble ten times greater : he was 
in grievous agonies of ſpirit, and 
his former ſins ſtared: him 1n the 
ſace, and made him tremble ; the 
| Poiſon of God's arrows did even 
drink up his ſpirits; the ſenſe of 
{in and wrath was ſo great, that he. 
could not tell what in the world to 
do; the weight of God's diſplea- 
{ure, and the thoughts of lying un- 
der it to all eternity, did even ae 
him to pieces, and he did cry out 
very bitterly, What he ſhould do! 
He, was a miſerable ſinner, and he 
ſcared that he ſhould go to hell; 
his ſins had been ſo great and ſo 
many, and there were no hopes for 
him. He was not by far ſo much 
concerned for his life, as for his 
a e . | ſoul, 
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toul, whit would become of that 
ſor ever. Now the plague upon 
his body: ſeemed nothing to that 
which was in his ſoul. 

But in this great diſtreſs the! 
Lord was pleaſed to ſend one to. 
take care for his ſou], who urged 
to him the great and precious pro- 
miſes which were made to one in 
his condition, telling him that there. 
was enough in Chriſt for the chief- 
eſt of ſinners, and that he came to- 
ſeck and ſave ſuch a loſt creature as 
he was. But this poor child found 
it a very difficult thing for him to 
believe that there was any mercy, 
for ſuch a dreadful ſinner as he had 
been. 

8. He was made to cry. out of him- 
ſelf, not only for his ſwearing and. 
lying, and other outwardly noto- 

rious ſins; but he was in great hor- 
ror for the ſin of his nature, for 
the vileneſs of his heart, and ori- 
ginal corruption; under it he was 
in ſo great anguiſh, that the "bi 
C 
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ble of his ſpirit made him +1 a great 
meaſure to forget the pains of his 
body. He did alſo confeſs and be- 
wall his fins with tears; and ſome 
ſins ſo ſecret, that none in the world 
_ charge him with. 

He would condemn himſelf 
for fi, as deſerving to have no 
mercy, thought there was not a 
greater ſinner in all London than 
himſelf, and he abhorred himſelf as 
che vileſt creature he knew. 

tr. He did not only pray much 
with ſtrong cries and tears himſelf, 
bur he begged the prayers of chril- 
tians for him. 

12. He would aſk chriſtians, 
Whether they thought there were 
any hopes for him, and would beg 
of check to deal plainly with him, 
for he was greatly afraid of being 
Ng. 

Being informed how willing 
91 ready the Lord Chriſt was tö 
accept of poor ſinnets upon their 
repeiediite and turning, and being 
coun- 
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Hunſelled to venture himſelf upon 
Chriſt, for-mercy and ſalvation, he 
laid, He would fain- caſt himſelf 
upon Chriſt, but he could not but 
wonder how .Chviſt; ſhould be wil- 
ling to die.for ſuch a vile wretch as 
he was, and he found it one.uf the 


hardeſt things in the world to be 
"oy 


. But at laſt it pleaſed the Load” 
tO _ him ſome {mall hopes that, 
there might be mercy for him, tho“ 
he had been the chieſeſt of ſinners + 
and he was wade to lay alittle hold 
upon ſuch promiſes as that, Come 
* unto me all ye that are weary, | 
„ and heavy laden, and 1 will give 
« you reſt.” But, O how did this 
poor boy admire and bleſs God for. 
the leaſt hopes! How-highly did he 
advance free and rich grace that. 
ſhould pity and pardon him! and. 
at laſt he was ſull of praiſe, and ad- 
miring of God; ſo that (to ſpeak- 
in the words of a precious man that 
was an eye and car witneſs) to the: 


praiſe - 
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* and glory of God be it ſpo- 
en, the houſe at that day, for all 
the ſickneſs in it, was a little lower 
heaven ſo full of joy and praiſe. 
15. The child grew exceedingly 
in knowledge, experience, patience, 
humility, and ſelf-abhorrence; and 
he thought he could never ſpeak 
bad enough of himſelf; the name 
that he would call himſelf by was 
a toad, 

16. And though he prayed be- 
fore, yet now the Lord poured out 
upon him the ſpirir of prayer in an 
extraordinary manner, for one of 
his age; ſo that now he- prayed. 
more frequently, more earneſtly, 
more ſpiritually than ever. O how 
eagerly would he beg to be waſhed 


in the blood of Jeſus! and that the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, 


that was over heaven and earth, 
and ſea, would pardon and forgive 
him all his ſins, and receive his ſoul 


into his kingdom, And what he 
poke, it was with ſo much life and 


fervour © 
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fervour of ſpirit, as that it filled 
the hearers with aſtoniſhment and 
oy. 
: 8 He had no ſmall-ſenſe of the 
ule and excellency of Chriſt, and 
ſuch longings and breathings of his 
ſoul after him, that when mention 
had been made -of Chriſt, he hath 
been ready almolt to leap out of his 
bed for joy. : 
18. When he was told, that if he 
ſhould recover, he muſt not live as 
he liſt; but he muſt-give up him 
(elf to Chrütt, and to be his child 
and ſervant, to bear his yoke, and 
be bedient unto his laws, and hive 
a holy lite, and take his croſs, and 
ſuffer mocking and reproach ; it 
may be perſecution” for his name's 
ſake. . 
Now, child, (ſaid one to him) 
are you willing to have Chriſt upon 
ſuch terms? He ſigniſſed his wil! 
lingneſs by the earneſtneſs of his 
looks and words, and the cab ing 
VP of his eyes to heaven, ſaying. 
Les, 
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Les, with all my ſoul, the- Lord 
helping me, I will do this. 
19. Vet he had many doubts and 
fears, and was ever and anon harp- 
ing upon that, that though he were 
willing, yet Chriſt he feared was 
not willing to aceept him, becauſe 
of the greatneſs of his fin; yet his 
Hopes were greater-than his fears. 
20. The Wedneſday before he 
died, the child lay as it were in a 


trance for about half an hour, in 
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Which time he thought he ſaw a 
viſion of angels: When he was out 
of his trance, he was in a little pet, 


0 and aſked his nurſe, Why ſhe did 


— —— 
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not let him go: Go, whither child? 


-  faid ſhe: Why along with thoſe 
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brave gentlemen (ſaid he) but they 
told me they would come and fetch 
me away for all you, upon Friday 
next. And he doubled his words 
many times upon Friday next, thoſe 

brave gentlemen will come for me; 

24 ond n that * the chin died | 


o 2. He 
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21, He was very thankful to his I 


. and very ſenſible of his 
great kindneſs in taking him out of 
the ſtreets when he was a begging, 
and he admired the goodneſs of 
God, which put it into the mind 
of a ſtranger to look upon and to 
take ſuch fatherly careof ſuch a piti- 
ful ſorry creature as he was. Om 
dear mother, (ſaid he) and child of 


God, I hope to ſee yy — 


for I am fure you wil 
O bleſſed, bleſſed be G 
you to rake pity upo - 
might have died, and 
the devil, and have 
for ever, If; it had 

22. The Thurſd 
he aſked a very gu 
mine, what he chought * 
dition, and whither his i 
now going, for he ſaid he. 1 
not ſtill but fear leſt he fhoyl de- 
ceive himſelf, with falſe hopes; at 
which my friend ſpoke to him thus: = | 
. 2 | Child, For all that 1 have endea# 
H | _ Youre, 
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70 A TOKEN 
voured to hold forth the grace of 


God in Chriſt to thy ſoul, and 


given you a warrant from the word 
of God, that Chriſt is as freely of- 
fered to you, as to any ſinner in 
the world; if thou art but willing 
to accept of him, thou mayeſt have 
"hriſt and all that thou doſt want 
* han; ; and yet thou giveſt way 

* thy” doubtings and fears, 

1 told thee nothing but 
yeſt, thou feareſt that 
accept of thee; E 
Aly willing to 

! anſwer=- 

i, child, 

illing to 

is a thou- 

ung to have 

ee, alid ſave thee, 
1 .c to deſire it. And 
* now "  - time Chriſt offers him- 
- Felf- freely t to thee again; therefore 


6 Tecelve bim humbly by faith into 


thy heart, and bid him welcome, 
Tor” 8 5 deſerveth it: Upon which 
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words the Lord diſcovered his love 
to the child, and he gave a kind of 
leap in his bed, and ſnapt his fin- 
gers and thumb together with abun- 
dance of joy, as much as to ſay, 
Well, yea, all is well, the match 
18 made, Chriſt is willing, and I am 
willing too; and now "Chriſt 3 
mine, and I am his for ever. And 
from that time forward, in full | joy 
and aſſurance of God's love, he con- 
tinued earneſtly praiſing God, with MY 
deſiring to die, and be with C hriſt. 
And on Friday morning he ſweetix 
went to reſt, uſing that very ex-_ ñ¹ 
preſſion, © Into thy hand, © Lord, A 
commit my ſpirit.” He died. bs | 
punctually at that time which be 4 
had ſpoke of, and in which he ene 5 1! 

pected thoſe angels to come to him; 15 
he was not much above nine = I 
old-when he died. 3 
This narrative 1 had font a zudi- _ 
cious holy man, unrelated to . A 
who was an eye and cui 1 
* theſe — 1 . 
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AN HYMN, 


I. 


WI ſhould I love my ſport ſo well, 
5 So conſtant at my play; : 

And loſe the thoughts of heav'n and hell, 
And then forget to pray? 


2421 


II. 
How ſenſeleſs it my heart and wild 1 
How vain are all my thoughts? 
Pity the weakneſs of a child,. 
And pardonall my faults. 


IG III. 


Make me thy heavenly voice to hear, 
And let me love to pray; _ 
Since God will lend a gracious ear 
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THE 


TOW, my 1 cine gew 
| you have read all theſe ſtories 
of theſe holy children, do not you 
long to be like them ? Why ſhould”. 
not you' love God as well. and as, 


much as they? I can and d0 aer 4 
you, God will love, and doth love . 
you, as much as he loved them, if 
thou art and doſt as they did? Do 
not your hearts leap within you for 
Joy, to think that one day I ſhalt 
be in heaven, where I ſhall be Wit 


the bleſſed. angels, and with Chriſt 


and with God, which is beſt of all ? ff. 
8 1 not you think it will be . . 
all your pains to have Chriſt at 
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« bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from 
« the foundation of the World;“ 
for when other children have been 
playing, you have been 171 
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Then ſhall you hear Chriſt ſaying 
to your wicked ſchool-fellows,. and 
| . ber curſed children that would 
wock you, when you told them of 

{heir ſwearing, and perſuaded them 

to pray, and read good books; I 
. lay, then you ſhall hear Chriſt ſay 
WE. ynto them, Go ye curſed into 
= «everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
iN devil and his angels.” Alas! it 
- would make one's heart ach, to con- 
. ſiqer what will be the miſerable con- 
| dition ef thoſe wicked children that 
do not go to' prayer, but play at 
church, and tell lies; and do ſuch- 
like wickedneſs" let me open thoſe 
b E Words a little, what will become 
4 ”> of thoſe.” wicked wretches, when 
= God. ſhall ia 11 87 Get you gone our 

r 


Fel my. High t 
ure . yo you, 11 700 could 3 


1 F 


"endure 


©, 
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endure to pray, nor do any thing 
1 bid you do? ſo then, . theſe wick- / 
ed children ſhall never come Where 
God and Chriſt iv, for ever ſhall 
they be baniſhed from the bleſſed 
preſence of God. 

And now, my dear little child- | 
ren, with whom 'I deſire to travaiTl* | 
in birth, until Chriſt be formed in 
you, The love of God the Father, * 
who ſo loved the world that hge 
hath given his only begotten + Son, 

and not ſpared him, that he might 
ſpare us; And the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chritt, who hath died, 
or rather is riſen again, and ſitteth _ PS 
at the right hand of God, and livet - 


nw— 


for ever to make interceſſion for us; 5 
and the comforting ſanctifying pre- 
ſence of the Holy. Ghoſt, be with  _ © 
you, to guide and ſanctify you, and 


to ſeal you to the day of 'redemp- - 
tion, and to bleſs you it your 
I bodies, ſouls, friends, ſtudies, ane 
l your lawful employments, ang 
„i in chat belongs unto you, "hi [. 4k 
| 1 1 yy * * 8 ih 3 * . og NP 
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bring you to everlaſting glory when 


ſhall come 
the Lord.“ 


In 5 
0 


he preſence 


imes of refreſh 
rom t 
Amen, Amen. 
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